SIR JOHN DANVERS
[Born 1588. Regicide. Brother of Sir Charles Danvers and the
first Earl of Danby. Knighted by James I, he was Member of Parlia-
ment for Oxford University in 1625, 1626, 1628 and 1639. -A colonel
in the Parliamentary Army, he sat as M.P. for Malmesbury in 1645.
He signed the death-warrant of Charles I in 1649, and from that date
until 1653 he was a member of the Council of State. He died in 165 5.]
T
HE Manner of Dantesey in Wilts was forfeited to the
Crowne by Sir John Danvers his foolery.
At Dantesey was a robbery committed at the Mannour
howse, on the family of the Stradlings: Sir Edward, and all
his servants, except one plowboy who hid himselfe, were
murthered : by which meanes, this whole Estate came to Anne
his sister, and heire. She married after to Sir John Danvers
(the father) a handsome gentleman, who clapt up a match with
her before she heard the newes, he, by good fortune lighting
upon the Messenger first. She lived at that time in Paternoster-
Rowe at London, and had but an ordinary portion.
This Robbury was donne on a Satterday night; the next
day the neighbors wondered none of the family came to Church;
they went to see what was the matter, and the Parson of the
parish very gravely went along with them, who, by the boy was
proved to be one of the company, and was, I thinke, hanged
for his paines.
Sir John Danvers told me that when he was a young man,
the principall reason of sending their sons to Travell, was to
weane them from their acquaintance and familiarity with the
Servingmen: for then Parents were so austere and grave, that
the Sonnes must not be company for their father, and some
company men must have: so they contracted a familiarity
with the Serving men, who got a hank upon them they could
hardly after clawe off. Nay, Parents would suffer their Servants
to domineer over their Children : and some in what they found
their child to take delight, in that would be sure to crosse them.
This young Sir John's first wife was the Lady Herbert,
a widowe, mother of the Lord Edward Herbert of Cherbury
and George Herbert, Orator. By her he had no issue; she
was old enough to have been his Mother. He maried her for

